
By the way, let me also take this
opportunity to announce that Focus’s
big 10th anniversary conference will
also be held at the Walt Disney
Coronado Resort in Orlando in May of
2010! We are very excited about this
development because Disney has
been a good host providing FOCUS
with fair and reasonable rates that allow us to pass good
value on to our attendees. So, if you absolutely can’t join us
this year, plan to join us for our 10th anniversary conference
next May 14-15, 2010!

Now, let me tell you a little about this issue. Dr. Herbert
Patrick starts us off with an article on the perceptions family
members have of mechanical ventilation and how we can
change those perceptions. It is found on page 10. Dave
Gourley then discusses the results of the recently concluded
JCAHO Patient Satisfaction survey on page 12. Regina
Patrick, one of our sleep writers, follows with an article on
brain imaging and Cataplexy found on 14 and Dr. John
Marini reminds us not to fall into the ventilator weaning “off
ramp” with his article on page 18. Don Steinert contributes
a very interesting case study that involves knowing more
than the “regular” lab values we’ve
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Welcome to the March/April, issue of FOCUS Journal. I
have to start this issue off by thanking our readers, conference
exhibitors, speakers and other colleagues in respiratory care
and sleep medicine who gave us hundreds of hours of their
input and assistance putting together this year’s FOCUS confer-
ence. We have a superb agenda, great speakers and an exhibit
hall that will be brimming with exhibiting companies, roving
entertainment, door prizes (including a 2009 Ford FOCUS auto-
mobile) and plenty of food and drink. We’ll be injecting some
surprises along the way as well, and the two new events we’ve
added this year, our Beatles dance/concert and the 5K
Run/Walk should be a lot of fun. 

Registration is running slightly behind last year as a result
of the difficult economy but we still expect a solid 2000+ peo-
ple to be joining us. By the way, there’s still time for you to join
us; if only for a day or two if that’s all you can get away for, so
consider coming down to Disney’s Coronado Springs Resort
where you can register on-site for any combination of
Wednesday (for the 6-hour asthma educator’s course) or the
regular conference running Thursday, Friday and Saturday. Bring
along your "significant other" and make a mini-getaway out of
it! The entire program, including info on speakers, topics and
more, can be found at www.foocus.com and there are still
rooms available at the resort for only $129 a night!
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come to understand over the years. That case study is found on
page 22. Jim Harvey, our PFT guru discusses Helium Iso-flow
studies starting on page 24 and Bill Wojciechowski gives read-
ers an up-to-date review on asthma. Bill’s article begins on page
26. Dr. William Dement contributes a very interesting piece,
one that makes an excellent case for sleep education across our
nation, something that is sorely lacking now. This begins on
page 28. Educators will find Sandra McCleaster’s piece about
re-looking at asthma education interesting as well. Her article
starts on page 30. We continue with Lisa Rapple’s review of the
Hollister Corporation’s website on page 34 and our technical
writer, Stephanie Richardson, writes about Actigraphy in this
issue (page 38). Ken Wyka, our home care columnist, has writ-
ten an excellent article on clinical assessment of home care
patients. His piece can be found on page 40. The issue contin-
ues with Stephanie Richardson’s second article on Spacers and
today’s holding valve technology which is found on page 44.
Therapists interested in pediatrics will really be taken aback by
the article written by Doug Massini on the dangerous choking
games many adolescents are engaging in these days. Check out
this fascinating piece on page 48. Our pharmacological guru
Doug Gardenhire, provides us with an interesting article on
non-steroidal medications for asthma management. You can
find his piece on page 50. People aspiring to become registered
sleep technologists would be well served to read Helen
Sullivan’s piece entitled, “30 things you should know about the
RPSGT credential” found on page 58. Duane Johnson who
writes on issues pertaining to the business of sleep medicine
writes about the need for your sleep lab to have an Employee
Handbook. His article begins on page 54. We end the issue
with Ken Capek’s article on decompression sickness and we fol-
low that with our Product Highlight, Industry News and
Employment sections that re found in every issue of FOCUS. 

In closing, let me say that we at FOCUS were very sad-
dened by the news of our good friend, colleague and FOCUS
columnist, Steven Grenard’s, passing on April 6th. Steve was
one of the earliest pioneers in the field of Respiratory Care who
after over 40+ years in respiratory care, cross-trained into sleep
medicine achieving the RPSGT credential and contributing
mightily to that profession as well. His contributions to both
fields were immense and he will be sorely missed. Enjoy what
we believe to be the last two articles penned by Steve Grenard,
both of which appear in this issue. 

If you do make it down to Orlando for the annual FOCUS
Conference please make sure to look me up to say hi.  

Regards,
Bob Miglino RRT BSRT MPS - Publisher

Anderson Medical
Equipment Company

Anderson Medical Equipment Company specializes in the
broad range sale of pre-owned medical equipment. Let us sup-
ply you with all your equipment needs from ventilators, oxime-
ters and probe repairs to defibrillators and monitors. We deal
with the latest technology in ventilators, including the
Mallinckrodt 840 and the Siemens 300A with a cost savings of
up to 30%  – 70% of new. We provide warranties and service
all equipment sold. Let us help you save without sacrifice to
excellence. Anderson Medical Equipment Company is a mem-
ber of the International Association of Medical Remarketers.

Call us Today for your 
Pre-Owned equipment needs

800-805-8134 
or 513-831-0507

(We will also PURCHASE your Pre-owned equipment)
817 Highway 50, Milford, Ohio 45150

Visit our website at AndersonMedical.com
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Note from the Publisher... Continued from page 4

“I was dating a computer tech,
but she hit delete.”


