ON A LIGHTER SIDE with Andy Rooney

If there was a vote held to choose our favorite season of the
year, | suppose Spring would win. (I capitalize the seasons but
seldom use the subjunctive "were.")

There are people who prefer Summer and others who are
ecstatic about Fall. Winter is the least favorite season of every-
one except skiers. | like Spring, but both Winter and Spring
have been a disappointment this year. We didn’t get enough
snow to shovel or ski on and now Spring has hardly sprung at
all. The temperatures have moved from the 30s to the 80s.
Neither temperature is "Spring". It was 39 on the thermometer
outside my bedroom window on a recent morning and 81
when | went home at 6 that night. | don’t think the robins have
come bob-bob-bobbin’ north yet and if they did they must have
gone back down where it’s warm. They must be confused.

Fall, or Autumn if you prefer, is often beautiful — but just
as Spring is the beginning of everything, Fall is the end. The
leaves are pretty but they’re dying and it’s getting cold. What
fun is that? One thing we don’t want from a season is too much
of the same weather. In Summer we don’t want too much heat
- in winter too much cold.

Years ago we used more energy in Winter than in Summer
because we kept ourselves warm by burning coal to heat water
in our radiators. In Summer we opened the windows in the hope
that some cool air would come in. Those days are gone. Now we
close the windows in Summer just as we do in Winter because
we're trying to cool our homes with what we call, strangely |
think, "air conditioning." We don’t "condition” the air. We cool it.

It’s strange, too, that we sometimes burn something to keep
ourselves cool. If the temperature in your house is 60 degrees

and you want it to be 70, it costs less to
warm it up 10 degrees than it costs to
cool it down 10 degrees.

They’ve done a good job heating and
cooling cars. A car can be a refuge when
it'’s too hot or too cold. We had a Packard
when | was young and it was a beauty but
there was no heater in it and | remember
freezing in the back seat. | don’t think air
conditioning had been invented yet. If it had been, manufactur-
ers weren’t putting it in cars.

The hottest | have ever been was in Bombay, India. | don’t
know how the Indians live there. It reached 112° one day and | lost
my enthusiasm for working, eating, sleeping or even living.

The coldest weather I've ever been out in was 124 degrees
below the hottest day. That was 12 below zero on a mountain in
Vermont where | was skiing. | had on good, warm clothes and |
loved it. Today, as | write, it’s a delightful sunny day and about 70
degrees. | felt sorry for the weatherman | heard on the radio this
morning. He didn’t know what to say. Weathermen are at their
best when they have bad weather to tell us about. Usually we
already know what the weather by looking out the window. For
some reason we also like hearing it from them. The weatherman
didn’t know what to say. He’'d have been better reporting about a
foot of snow.

| think one goal of our scientists should be to control the
temperature of the whole earth and keep it around 70 degrees. If
the scientists are successful, we’ll be wearing the same clothes
all year round. No more seersucker suits, no more fur coats.

Academic Dishonesty... Continued from page 56

"In busting a recent plagiarism case about advertising and
ethics, | entered into a meta-search engine the uncommon
phrase ‘indispensable guarantors’ and the clumsy locution
‘Considering advertising’s social impact’. Nothing but plagiarism
— five Web sites containing the same source document"

To refine your search | would recommend using
MetaCrawler (http://metacrawler.com) MetaCrawler is a meta-
search engine. What this means is that it produces a hit-list from
several Search Engines. Dogpile and Mamma are two other
meta-search engines. These meta-search engines will allow you
to search for an exact phrase taken from the student’s paper.
Look for "phrase" or "advanced search" at the meta-search
engine home page and use this option. A Boolean search is
NOT useful in a search engine. (Boolean searches use connec-
tors such as AND, OR, NOT) Save the Boolean for searching
Library Databanks.

Next you may want to search online magazine archives.
Boolean searches are useful here. Search journals that you have
cited in class or cited in your writings. And search archives of
journals in your particular discipline (i.e., respiratory care, nurs-
ing, polysomnography, etc).

Usually plagiarists won't steal from log-in or password pro-
tected sites. They won't bother. If you are able to implement
these ideas you have a good chance of substantiating a claim
of plagiarism.

Be aware also that papers can be purchased on-line for rel-
atively inexpensive cost. | won't list the sites here for prudence
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sake. But realize that prepared papers are out there on all kinds
of topics related to Respiratory Care, Nursing, and other health
care fields. | found papers on Nitric Oxide, Pulmonary
Rehabilitation, you name it and it’s out there for sale. Look for
older or dated materials in the reference list as a clue that a paper
might be purchased. But your best bet is to go to these sites and
see if your student’s paper title is listed there. At least you’ll know
how much they paid for it.

One other search worth doing is to Google your student’s
name and then Google your name. If they are on a discussion
board or chat room talking about their plagiarism you may get a
hit this way. Wow, a confession on line. That would be too easy.

Lastly, don’t forget that the resource librarian can be an
excellent resource for you in busting a suspected plagiarist.
Librarians are very literate in the Internet and in professional writ-
ing. So, please ask for help if you are convinced you have a pla-
giarist and can’t quite find the source.

And students, if you are listening, please ask for help in
preparing your work if you suspect you may be treading the line
of plagiarism. Keep your intentions honorable. You’ll learn more
by taking the honest path of integrity versus the lazy path of pla-
giarism. You risk failing, expulsion, humiliation, and ultimately
loosing out on a successful and satisfying career in health care.
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